Birmingham Pride

Community Grants

How to apply for a Birmingham Pride Community Foundation Grant

Birmingham Pride community grants are funded by a ring-fenced £2 donation applied to every ticket sold
for the annual festival.

Who will we support?

Grants are available to support community projects that benefit members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans
and queer communities living in the West Midlands Combined Authority area.

We particularly welcome applications to support projects which focus on sections of the community which
evidence shows are currently underrepresented:

Those under the age of 26

Those aged 55 and over

People with a disability, including mental health and neurodivergence
People affected by homelessness

Global Majority

How much can groups apply for?
The Birmingham Pride Community Foundation offers two types of grants:

e Standard Grants - to support groups running substantial social, cultural, sporting or wellbeing
initiatives - often set up to deliver benefits over a number of months. As the total amount available
for grants is limited each year, applications for a smaller amount of money are more likely to
succeed. As an example, in the last financial year, the average grant was £2,000

e Micro Grants - offering a fixed grant of £300 to deliver a specific project or activity. The aim of the
micro-grants is to fund small one-off initiatives which enable groups to carry out an activity which
would not otherwise be delivered without extra funding.

How do groups apply?

Applications are made using an online application form available on the Birmingham Pride website. There
are separate application forms for each of the Standard and Micro Grants.

Important: Please make sure you use the correct application form, so the panel is clear which grant you
are applying for.



What do we need to know?

We need to know something about your group and what it is set up to do. We then need to understand how
you intend to spend the grant; what are you hoping to achieve; and who will benefit from the activity? You
will be expected to provide a simple breakdown of how you will spend the grant.

Remember - we don’t know your group as well as you do! Don’t assume we know anything about who
you are or what you do. So make sure you set out your plans very clearly.

Groups applying need to have a bank account set up for their organisation into which grants would be paid
should you be successful. For governance reasons, grants cannot be paid into a personal bank account.

When can groups apply?

Applications open once a year following the annual Birmingham Pride Festival. For 2025, the deadline for
applications to both programmes is Monday 31 August 2026. Any changes to this will be notified via
Birmingham Pride social media.

Who reviews the applications and decides on awards?

The Birmingham Pride Community Foundation is a panel of volunteers drawn from across the West
Midlands LGBT+ community who meet independently of the Birmingham Pride organisation.

The panel meets once or twice a year to review applications and award grants. Shortlisted applicants will
be invited to meet the panel, to explain their application in person, and to answer any questions.

If you are successful, applicants may be asked to provide some supporting evidence to validate your
application.

When will we hear the outcome of the application?

Applicants will be notified if they have been shortlisted for a Standard Grant and will be offered an
appointment to meet the panel.

Applications for Micro Grants will be considered using the information provided on the form. You will not be
asked to meet the panel.

The review process will be completed by mid October with successful applicants invited to an awards
presentation evening on Friday 6 November 2026. Attendance at the presentation evening is one of the
conditions of receiving the grant.

What sort of projects will not be supported?
The panel will not normally approve the use of the Pride community funds for projects which:

Are based outside the West Midlands Combined Authority geographical area
Are non LGBTQIA+ focussed

Do not provide sufficient information for us to make an informed decision
Have an affinity with a political party

Have a commercial interest

Do not provide evaluation or measurement for impact of the activity

If you have any questions about making an application please contact: grants@birminghampride.com



